NORTH ZUMBRO SANITARY DISTRICT
Joint Powers Executive Committee Meeting

Wednesday, June 26, 2024 9:00 A.M.

Zumbrota City Council Chambers
Zumbrota, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Chair Elizabeth Howard.  
PRESENT:
Executive Committee Directors:  Terri Buck – Goodhue Brian Grudem - Zumbrota
Elizabeth Howard – Pine Island, and Michael Boulton – Wanamingo
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Todd Roberts – Pine Island, Stuart Ohr – Wanamingo, and Jason Mandelkow - Goodhue
ABSENT: 
Executive Committee Alternate Director:  Michael Olson - Zumbrota
ALSO PRESENT:   Bill Angerman – WHKS, Glenn Gustafson – WHKS, Brandon Theobald – WHKS, and Craig Britton – Widseth, Reese Sudtelgte – ISG, and Blake Johnson – Prairie Island.
ADOPT AGENDA:   Grudem motioned to approve, seconded by Boulton.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA: Boulton motioned to approve, Seconded by Grudem.  Consent Agenda Items include: June 5, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes and WHKS Invoices for $48,520.39.  Passed 4-0-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 
OLD BUSINESS:
Land Purchase Agreement – Extension of Due Diligence Period – Angerman stated nothing had changed from last month.  Howard stated that purchase agreement extension was signed and the final executed document was distributed to all parties.  Angerman stated that the items left to be completed before the sale can proceed are the preliminary/final plant, annexation, and the final written archeological report.
Preliminary and Final Plat Public Hearing (Zumbrota P & Z) - July 9th – Angerman stated that everything was on track.    
Annexation Public Hearing (Zumbrota City Council) – July 18th – Grudem stated that Zumbrota Township planned to attend the public hearing.  
Preliminary and Final Plat Approval (Zumbrota City Council) – July 18th - Angerman stated that the proposed plat is planned to be called the North Zumbro Subdivision 
Bonding Bill Update – Grudem stated that he had spoken with Senator Steve Drazkowski.  Senator Drazkowski stated that there should be a strong push for a bonding bill early in the 2025-2026 session with a potential for a second bonding bill in the second half of the session to get back on track for even years.  Grudem stated that there was sticker shock by legislators on the cost and request size of the project.  Senator Drazkowski suggested getting the area legislators together to strategize before the start of the next session.  Grudem and Boulton attended an end of the session recap with Representative Steve Jacob and 19A candidate Keith Allen.  Representative Jacob explained that the NZSSD project was included in the House Republican version of the bonding bill at the end of the session.  Representative Jacob said there was a great chance that it would have been included in the final house bonding bill if it had been presented at the end of the session.  Representative Jacob stated that the case for the project had been made and with the initial $10 million investment it is only a matter of time until it is funded.  Blake Johnson stated that there have been no indications of a special session and that the next chance for a bonding bill will be part of the 2025 legislative session.  Boulton stated that he had spoken with Senator Jasinski.  Jasinski stated that our team had done a great job in getting our project in front of the members of the capital investment committee and staff.  Jasinski encouraged NZSSD to work with a similar strategy next session.  Boulton stressed the need for PSIG (Point Source Implementation Grant) to be funded as part of the bonding bill.  Jasinski was the author for the funding and understands that PSIG is a major component of the funding along with the bonding bill and local dollars.  Boulton informed Jasinski that NZSSD would be pushing the MPCA for Facility Plan approval in order to seek Federal Congressionally Directed Spending.  Howard stated that there will be future planning for next legislative session.  Boulton suggested a meeting right after the elections with legislators to strategize.
Website and Logo Update – Britton stated that the North Zumbro Sanitary District letterhead and envelopes logos were chosen at the last meeting by the executive board.  Britton stated that staff were working on the website and that he hopes to present the website template at the next NZSSD meeting.
Facility Plan MPCA Comments for Pine Island and Goodhue – Gustafson stated that the MPCA has provided Pine Island and Goodhue facility plan comments.  The information for Pine Island regarding the comments are nearly compiled.  The engineers are working on compiling information regarding the comments for Goodhue.  The MPCA has not sent back comments on Wanamingo and Zumbrota.  Angerman stated that much of the information requested involves hundreds of pages of tables.  This involves tedious work in organization and furnishing appendixes.  Angerman stated that the engineers were now working with nearly all new PFA and MPCA staff.  Boulton asked where Goodhue was with the MPCA and the pressure for a plan to replace the sewer plant.  Mandelkow and Sudtelgte stated that the MPCA has given Goodhue until 2032 to replace the facility.  The MPCA is no longer pressuring the City of Goodhue for an immediate plan.  Angerman requests that all correspondences with the MPCA regarding the communities’ sewer plants be sent to the engineers.  Angerman stated that items such as bypassing/flooding and backups be sent to Gustafson.  This will help in design for flows and any potential changes that are needed toward planning.
NEW BUSINESS:

*The next meeting will be August 7, 2024 at 11:00AM.  
Adjourn: At 9:27AM a motion to adjourn was made by Grudem and seconded by Boulton. Passed 4-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

_____________________                                        ____________________________________
Elizabeth Howard, Chair

                                   Michael Boulton, Secretary















