NORTH ZUMBRO SANITARY DISTRICT
Joint Powers Executive Committee Special Meeting

Wednesday, June 5, 2024 11:00 A.M.

Zumbrota City Council Chambers
Zumbrota, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Chair Elizabeth Howard.  
PRESENT:
Executive Committee Directors:  Terri Buck – Goodhue Brian Grudem - Zumbrota
Elizabeth Howard – Pine Island, and Michael Boulton – Wanamingo
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Todd Roberts – Pine Island, Stuart Ohr – Wanamingo, and Michael Olson - Zumbrota 
ABSENT: 
Executive Committee Alternate Director:  Jason Mandelkow - Goodhue
ALSO PRESENT:   Bill Angerman – WHKS, Glenn Gustafson – WHKS, Brandon Theobald – WHKS, and Craig Britton – Widseth, and Reese Sudtelgte - ISG.
ADOPT AGENDA:   Grudem motioned to approve, seconded by Boulton.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA: Boulton motioned to approve, Seconded by Grudem.  Consent Agenda Items include: April 30, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes and WHKS Invoices for $97,365.45.  Passed 4-0-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 
OLD BUSINESS:
Land Purchase Agreement – Extension of Due Diligence Period – Howard stated that the period is proposed to be extended by 90 days, with a closing before September 13, 2024.  Grudem moved to approve the purchase agreement extension, seconded by Buck.  Passed 4-0-0.
Preliminary and Final Plat Public Hearing (Zumbrota P & Z) - July 9th – Angerman stated that Community Development Coordinator and NZSSD Staff handling.  Grudem did not believe that NZSSD Executive Committee members needed to attend.  Angerman stated that NZSSD is responsible for fees and permits.  The sewer plant utilities would be self-contained within the parcel.    
Annexation Public Hearing (Zumbrota City Council) – July 18th – Zumbrota City Council will set the public hearing date at the June 6th meeting.  The parcel would be platted into four lots.  NZSSD will be purchasing Lot 1 Block 1.  Angerman asked if anyone had an idea for the subdivision name.  Boulton stated that the Wendt family may want to name the subdivision Wendt Addition or something of significance.  The executive board agreed to defer to the Wendt family to name the subdivision.  Angerman asked if there was an alternative if the Wendt family had no choice.  Boulton suggested the North Zumbro Addition.  The executive board agreed.  
Preliminary and Final Plat Approval (Zumbrota City Council) – July 18th - Angerman stated that the meeting will be same meeting as the annexation.  The sale of the property can occur after the annexation and preliminary/final plats are approved.
Bonding Bill Update – Howard stated that there was no bonding bill passed by the legislature or signed into law for 2024.  The end of the 2024 Minnesota Legislative session turned politically partisan.  There has been no discussion regarding a special session.  We will need to prepare for a 2025 session capital improvements request moving forward.  Angerman stated that the State programs, such as PSIG (Point Source Implementation Grant) were not funded due to a lack of a bonding bill.  Angerman stated that the 2025 request should also highlight the need to fund the PSIG program.  Howard stated that the area legislators should be contacted for an end of the session update and strategy for the 2025 legislative session.  Boulton will plan to touch base with Senator Jasinksi and Representative Daniels.  Grudem will speak with Senator Drazkowski and Representative Jacob.  Buck will speak with Representative Altendorf.  Grudem asked when a new lobbying contract with Winthrop & Winestine would be needed.  Howard stated that a contract would not be necessary until January.  Boulton stated that a contract would not be needed until after the 2024 general elections.  Boulton stated that their will be a number of new members due to retirements along with some incumbents losing their seats.  Boulton stated that the timing of a lobbying contract with Winthrop & Winesine might be better at the end of November.
Website and Logo Update – Britton stated that options for a North Zumbro Sanitary District letterhead and envelopes with the new logo.  The letterhead and envelope logo options were included in the agenda packet.  Howard stated that she wished to see the logo centered on top with the names of the cities on the bottom of the letterhead.  The executive committee members agreed.  Boulton stated that the envelopes should only have the logo listed and not the cities.  The executive committee agreed.  Britton stated that www.northzumbro.com had been purchased as the website domain name.  Angerman recommended to purchase www.nzssd.com as well.  This, or other domains, could be re-routed to the website.  The domain name costs are less than $10.  Britton brought up a basic layout of the proposed website and asked for thoughts.  Howard stated that a basic website with a document library is a good start for a website.  As the project moves forward other items can be added. 
NEW BUSINESS:

Intended Use Plan Applications, due 6/7/2024 – Angerman stated that we were planning on signing and submitting the application.  However, we are now going to wait until 2025.  The State staff is changing and would like us to hold off on submitting the Intended Use Plan until 2025.  Gustafson stated that the engineers would be pushing the State to approve the facilities plan.  Angerman stated the Congressionally Directed Spending is tied to having an approved Facilities Plan.
Facility Plan MPCA Comments for Pine Island and Goodhue – Angerman stated that the MPCA has provided Pine Island and Goodhue facility plan comments.  Gustafson stated that the MPCA has requested that the shared breakdown for each community conveyance based off peak flow cost be provided in a table.  The MPCA is also requested evaluation of each sewer treatment plant facility.  Angerman also stated that the MPCA does not want to assume bonding bill dollars in the Facility Plans.
Engineering Invoice for Bonding Bill Assistance – WHKS Invoice #50999 for $9,370.23 – Angerman stated that a portion of the billing would not be covered because it involves lobbying or funding efforts.  Howard recommended dividing the costs among the four cities.  Boulton stated that the costs would be $2,342.56 per city.  Angerman stated that $894,000 has been covered by the State, to date.  Buck stated that the invoice needs to paid.  Grudem stated that there should not be a problem with Zumbrota paying their share.  Howard stated that Pine Island will pay the WHKS Invoice for $9,370.23 and send out invoices to Goodhue, Wanamingo, and Zumbrota for $2,342.56 each.
*The next meeting will be June 26, 2024 at 9:00AM.  
Adjourn: At 11:41AM a motion to adjourn was made by Boulton and seconded by Grudem. Passed 4-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

_____________________                                        ____________________________________
Elizabeth Howard, Chair

                                   Michael Boulton, Secretary















