NORTH ZUMBRO SANITARY DISTRICT
Joint Powers Executive Committee Meeting

Wednesday, September 4, 2024 11:00 A.M.

Zumbrota City Council Chambers
Zumbrota, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Chair Elizabeth Howard.  
PRESENT:
Executive Committee Directors:  Terri Buck – Goodhue Brian Grudem - Zumbrota
Elizabeth Howard – Pine Island, and Michael Boulton – Wanamingo
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Todd Roberts – Pine Island, and Jason Mandelkow - Goodhue
ABSENT: 
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Michael Olson – Zumbrota and Stuart Ohr - Wanamingo
ALSO PRESENT:   Bill Angerman – WHKS, Glenn Gustafson – WHKS, Craig Britton – Widseth, Reese Sudtelgte – ISG, and Brandon Theobald - WHKS.
ADOPT AGENDA:   Boulton motioned to approve, seconded by Grudem.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA: Buck motioned to approve, Seconded by Grudem.  Consent Agenda Items include: August 7, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes, WHKS Invoices for $60,053.89, and PFA Disbursement Request Form.  Howard stated that the PFA Disbursement Request Form was included to show the Executive Committee the application process to obtain the funds and the available balance remaining of the $10 million State Capital Grant.  Passed 4-0-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None
OLD BUSINESS:
Land Purchase Agreement
Appraisal Need – Howard stated that she has been working with Minnesota PFA to find out what is needed to access the grant funds to purchase the land.  The purchase agreement and legal opinion have been sent to the MN PFA.  Initially the MN PFA requested an appraisal.  The land purchase is unique enough that an appraisal would be difficult because it is bare farmland.  Drew took over for Anita at MN PFA.  MN PFA now requests that the stated reasoning for purchasing the specific land be put into writing.  It would include this land being the first choice, just outside of City limits, contiguous, works with current land use for zoning purposes, and is the most cost effective to limit addition costs in piping.  Angerman stated that the industrial park land had some secondary consideration for location.  The owner of the land is asking for $30,000 per acre.  The City of Zumbrota has documentation on the cost per acre that could be included in the written documentation to the MN PFA.  Britton stated that the written reasoning would be due by Friday September 6th.  Britton and Gustafson would work on the response and submit to MN PFA by Friday September 6th.  
Closing Date and Extension - The Land Purchase agreement extension ends on September 13, 2024.  There is an option to extend the agreement by 60 days to November 11, 2024.  Grudem moved to approve the land purchase agreement extension of 60 days to November 11, 2024, seconded by Buck.  It was agreed that the NZSSD may only need a few extra days to work with MN PFA to obtain final approval to access the funds.  Passed 4-0-0.

Final Plat Public Hearing and Annexation – Gustafson stated that the final plat had been submitted to the County surveyor.  There were a couple of minor changes that have been completed and resubmitted.  Should have final approval later today from the County.  Angerman stated that the City of Zumbrota would be billing NZSSD for the plat fees.  Annexation has been completed and filed with the State.
Bonding Bill Update – Grudem stated that the proposed lobbyist contract with Winthrop & Weinstine would run from 9/12024-5/31/2025.  The price is the same as the last contract, $36,750.  Boulton moved to approve the 2024-2025 lobbyist contract with Winthrop & Weinstine contingent upon all four City Council approvals, seconded by Buck.  Boulton stated that he would revise the sample resolution from last year and send it to all the City Administrators to be included for considered for approval in September.  Passed 4-0-0.  Grudem stated that Winthrop & Weinstine would send the contracts to each of the Cities to be signed after the resolutions are approved.
Website and Logo Update – Britton stated that there are no new updates for the North Zumbro Sanitary District website.  However, Britton has sent over content to the website developers to start creating.  Next month should have a template website to review.  The North Zumbro Sanitary District letterhead and envelopes will include the City of Pine Island address, PO Box 280 Pine Island, MN 55963.
Facility Plan MPCA Comments for Pine Island and Goodhue – Gustafson stated that all plans, including comments from each of the four communities’ facility plans, has been submitted to the MPCA. Corey Hauer of the MPCA should approve the facilities plans within the coming days.  Design team will start working on (pre) design of the facility.  
Angerman and Britton stated that the next step on the Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) is the air emissions predictions.  A consultant will be hired in the coming month.  This would be paid for out the $500,000 miscellaneous expenses.
NEW BUSINESS:

*The next meeting will be October 2, 2024 at 11:00AM.  
Adjourn: At 11:21AM a motion to adjourn was made by Buck and seconded by Grudem. Passed 4-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

_____________________                                        ____________________________________
Elizabeth Howard, Chair

                                   Michael Boulton, Secretary















