NORTH ZUMBRO SANITARY DISTRICT
Joint Powers Executive Committee Meeting

Wednesday, October 1, 2025 11:00 A.M.

Zumbrota City Council Chambers
Zumbrota, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Chair Elizabeth Howard.  
PRESENT:
Executive Committee Directors:  Elizabeth Howard – Pine Island, Brian Grudem – Zumbrota, Lisa Redepenning – Goodhue, and Michael Boulton – Wanamingo
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Jason Mandelkow – Goodhue, Stuart Ohr – Wanamingo, and substitute Jeff Meyers - Zumbrota
ABSENT: 
Executive Committee Directors: None
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Todd Robertson – Pine Island
ALSO PRESENT:   Bill Angerman – WHKS, Craig Britton – Widseth, Reese Sudtelgte – ISG, and Brandon Theobald – WHKS
ADOPT AGENDA:   Grudem motioned to approve the agenda, seconded by Redepenning.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA: Boulton motioned to approve, Seconded by Grudem.  Consent Agenda Items include: September 3, 2025 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes, WHKS Invoice #55577 for $239,799.75, and PFA Disbursement Request Form.  Passed 4-0-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None
OLD BUSINESS:
Bonding Bill Update – Senate Bonding Tour – September 17th - Howard stated that the Senate Capital Investments Committee presentation went well.  The committee members were quite positive on the project, including Chair Pappas.  Chair Pappas requested to visit the future site location after the presentation.  Grudem road on the bus and pointed out the future site location.  Angerman asked if follow ups would be helpful.  Boulton stated that follow ups could wait since both the Senate and House Capital Investment Committees were still conducting visits.  Howard asked if a House visit should be requested through the committee co-chairs.  Boulton stated that Representative Mary Franson (R) and Representative Fue Lee (DFL) are the co-chairs, but that Representative Allen is a member of the committee.  Boulton will reach out to Representative Allen on a potential House visit.  Administrator had reached out to Boulton with the date and time.  Howard stated she had written up a brief press release, as suggested by Boulton, on the Senate Capital Investment Committee Visit.  Howard stated that the committee members should review draft and make necessary changes.  Boulton stated that everyone on the photo should be identified for the story.  Boulton stated that three of the four lobbyist agreement approval resolutions had been approved.  Boulton stated that Wanamingo is the last, which will consider approval at the October 20th Council meeting.  Boulton stated that the lobbyist contract for 2025-2025 will be for $35,000.  This is a decrease from the $36,750 contract from the last three years.  Howard stated that each cities’ executed contracts should be sent back to Karen Rudeen from Winthrop & Weinstine.  
Congressional Directed Spending – Howard stated that was no update since last month.  The $1 million congressionally directed spending request is in the appropriation process.
Wendt Watermain Easement – Angerman stated that Grudem had met with Jim Wendt, who is agreeable with the watermain easement.  Angerman stated that the proposed easement documents have been prepared to align the easement with the future road.    Grudem needs to meet with Jim Wendt to go over the proposed easement documents.  If everything is agreed upon Bob Vose can draft the legal documents for the easement.
CWSRF 2026/2027 IUP change – Angerman stated that the MN PFA is projecting that the eligible loan fund requests exceed State funding.  Corey Hower and the State MPCA have to go back to projects to ask if construction will occur in 2026.  The NZSSD is scheduled to bid in fall 2026 with construction to start in roughly December 2026.  It is advantageous to push back construction one month, into 2027.  Angerman said that this change in timing will not affect PSIG funding in 2026.
Regulatory Meetings – MPCA EAW, Anti-deg, NPDES permit – 10/13/2025 – Britton will attend the monthly MPCA EAW meeting.  The meeting will discuss where the project is at on the permits.  They will discuss MPCA comments on the details.  Angerman stated that both the Anti-deg and NPDES have been submitted.  The MPCA have provided comments, and the engineer team have resubmitted.  There is nothing controversial or problematic on the agenda.  The project is moving along well on the regulatory side and will be on schedule to be ready to be built. 
MN PFA Payment Update - Howard and Angerman have a meeting with Drew Brooksbank and his boss Steve Walter on October 1st at 2:00PM.  Since July the PFA disbursements have been shorted from the request on the $10 million grant from 2023.  In July $162,117.49 was requested while $147,140.89 was disbursed.  In August $265,266.74 was requested while $280,207.84 was disbursed.  In September $240,14327 was requested while $212,378.85 was disbursed.  Howard state that $239,799.75 will be requested in October.  Howard asked the MN PFA why the costs were not eligible and pushed for reasoning.  Howard stated that the MN PFA had stated that meeting and travel would not be reimbursed.  Howard stated that if MN PFA would not fully reimburse that the Cities would be responsible for the excess costs.  Angerman stated that the email response from MN PFA stated that the threshold would be if the expenses would not be bonded for by the City that they should not be reimbursed.  Angerman stated that all expenses that have been submitted would be bonded for by the Cities as part of the project expense.  Angerman suggested getting less detailed in the expense reimbursement if MN PFA is hung up on semantics.  
NEW BUSINESS:

MMB Capital Requests October 17th Deadline – Boulton stated that all the final information is due for the 2026 Capital Requests to MMB by October 17th.  Angerman stated that the application was originally submitted in June.  Boulton stated that he would make sure that all necessary information has been submitted.

*The next meeting will be November 5, 2025 at 11:00AM.
Adjourn: At 11:22AM a motion to adjourn was made by Redepenning and seconded by Grudem. Passed 4-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

_____________________                                        ____________________________________
Elizabeth Howard, Chair

                                   Michael Boulton, Secretary















