NORTH ZUMBRO SANITARY DISTRICT
Joint Powers Executive Committee Meeting

Wednesday, November 5, 2025 11:05 A.M.

Zumbrota City Council Chambers
Zumbrota, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Chair Elizabeth Howard.  
PRESENT:
Executive Committee Directors:  Elizabeth Howard – Pine Island, Brian Grudem – Zumbrota, Lisa Redepenning – Goodhue, and Michael Boulton – Wanamingo
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Jason Mandelkow – Goodhue, Todd Robertson – Pine Island, and substitute Jeff Meyers - Zumbrota
ABSENT: 
Executive Committee Directors: None
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Stuart Ohr – Wanamingo
ALSO PRESENT:   Bill Angerman – WHKS, Glenn Gustafson – WHKS, Craig Britton – Widseth, Reese Sudtelgte – ISG, and Brandon Theobald – WHKS
ADOPT AGENDA:   Grudem motioned to approve the agenda, seconded by Redepenning.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA: Boulton motioned to approve, Seconded by Grudem.  Consent Agenda Items include: October 1, 2025 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes, WHKS Invoice #55942 for $268,265.24, and PFA Disbursement Request Form.  Passed 4-0-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None
OLD BUSINESS:
Bonding Bill Update – House Bonding Committee Tour – November 6th – Angerman and Redepenning plan to present to the House Capital Investments Committee.  Boulton stated that the final details have not been set.  However, the latest is that presenters will be picked up by the bus.  The presentation will be given on the bus with handouts.  The City of Wabasha has requested a site visit on the bus to show their request.  Boulton stated that he would speak to the Committee Administrator, Benji Brinks, to verify how the presentation will be handled and where to meet.  Angerman and Britton will modify the handout and the PowerPoint slides to provide to the committee members and staff for the presentation.  Boulton stated that all 2025-2026 Lobbyist Contracts with Winthrop and Weinstine have been approved and submitted.  Howard stated that a legislative meeting with the JPA board is looking to get scheduled by Andrea Rau of Winthrop and Weinstine for the December 3rd meeting.
Congressional Directed Spending – Howard stated that was no update since last month.  The $1 million congressionally directed spending request is in the appropriation process.
Wendt Watermain Easement – Grudem meet with Jim Wendt, who is in favor of the proposed easement.   The engineers and Bob Vose will work to prepare the instrument for recording the easement.
CWSRF 2026/2027 IUP change – Angerman stated that the MN PFA stated that $28 million will be the maximum funding for the PSIG funding.  Angerman stated that the financial plan has $21 million included.
Regulatory Meetings – MPCA EAW, Anti-deg, NPDES permit – 11/5/2025 – Gustafson and Britton will attend the monthly MPCA meeting.  The meeting will discuss where the project is at on the permits.  They will discuss MPCA comments on the details.  Angerman stated that we are waiting on response back for the EAW.  The Anti-deg has been approved, waiting for formal notification.  The NPDES have been submitted and waiting on details.  Britton said that there are questions on SIU’s (Significant industrial users) that need to be answered.  Lincoln Industries in Pine Island is a categorical SIU that is not regulated by the City, but the MPCA due to chrome plating.  Angerman stated that the permitting process is where we need to be based upon the project schedule.  
MN PFA Payment Update – Howard stated there is no update.  Howard and Angerman met with Drew Brooksbank and his boss Steve Walter on October 1st.  MN PFA recommended less details the better in the request for reimbursement.  Howard and Angerman questioned the lack of full reimbursement and appealed.  There has been no follow up from MN PFA since the meeting.  Since July the PFA disbursements have been shorted from the request on the $10 million grant from 2023.  There is still roughly $14,000 that has not been reimbursed.  These costs include project management, executive committee meetings, and mileage.  Howard will follow up with MN PFA on the appeal.
NEW BUSINESS:

City of Red Wing Inquiry – Howard stated that a request from Red Wing Deputy Director Kelsey Prall had been submitted to the NZSSD JPA.  The City of Red Wing has requested the criteria on how cities were included for the sanitary sewer district.  Howard said that Red Wing’s intentions were not clear.  Howard stated that Red Wing wastewater treatment facility requires significant upgrades in the future.  Howard did not know if there were concerns why they were not part of the NZSSD group or some other reason for the request.   Grudem stated that geography and similar sized communities shaped the informal discussions on membership.  Howard stated that Mazeppa was part of the original discussion, while Kenyon also looked into joining early on in the process.  Angerman stated that the engineers discussed a reasonable distance for piping, which was informally set at 10 miles.  Boulton moved to approve answering the City of Red Wing inquiry with the NZSSD criteria on cities being similar sized communities within 10 miles of the central location, seconded by Grudem.  Passed 5-0-0.
Gustafson stated that Widseth architects are nearing the planning for finishing in the office space of the administration building.  Gustafson asked if anyone from the NZSSD JPA had a strong desire to be part of deciding finishings.  There was no desire from the JPA board, but a consensus to spec out normal wastewater treatment office space finishings.
*The next meeting will be December 3, 2025 at 11:30AM.
Adjourn: At 11:38AM a motion to adjourn was made by Grudem and seconded by Redepenning. Passed 4-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

_____________________                                        ____________________________________
Elizabeth Howard, Chair

                                   Michael Boulton, Secretary















