NORTH ZUMBRO SANITARY DISTRICT
Joint Powers Executive Committee Meeting

Wednesday, February 4, 2026 11:00 A.M.

Zumbrota City Council Chambers
Zumbrota, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Chair Elizabeth Howard.  
PRESENT:
Executive Committee Directors:  Elizabeth Howard – Pine Island, Brian Grudem – Zumbrota, Lisa Redepenning – Goodhue, and Michael Boulton – Wanamingo
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Jason Mandelkow – Goodhue, Todd Robertson – Pine Island, Jeff Meyers – Zumbrota and Stuart Ohr – Wanamingo
ABSENT: 
Executive Committee Directors: None
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: None
ALSO PRESENT:   Bill Angerman – WHKS, Glenn Gustafson – WHKS, Craig Britton – Widseth, Reese Sudtelgte – ISG, and Brandon Theobald – WHKS.
ADOPT AGENDA:   Boulton motioned to approve the agenda, seconded by Redepenning.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA: Grudem motioned to approve, Seconded by Boulton.  Consent Agenda Items include: January 7, 2026 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes, WHKS Invoice #56839 for $401,073.37, and PFA Disbursement Request Form.  Passed 4-0-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
OLD BUSINESS:
Bonding Bill Update – Howard stated that the NZSSD did not make it on the Governor’s bonding bill recommendation list.  Howard stated that she and Pine Island Mayor David Friese had been scheduled to attend the January and February Prairie Island Tribal meetings.  Each of the meetings was cancelled.  We are hoping to attend a future meeting to solidify active tribal support for the project.  Howard spoke with Andrea Rau of Winthrop & Weinstine on the need for individual legislative meetings.  It was suggested that individual legislative meetings would be better scheduled for April and May toward the end of session.  Gustafson stated that he had attended an engineer’s conference in which there was a legislative update.  MN PFA is requesting $200 million in bonding bill funding for Point Source Implementation Grant (PSIG) and Water Infrastructure Fund (WIF) programs.  The Governor’s recommendations for the programs are $117 million in the bonding bill.
Congressional Directed Spending – Howard announced that NZSSD, through fiscal agent Pine Island have been awarded $1 million through congressionally direct spending appropriation.  There were no details on the award of the funds other than to Pine Island.  Howard stated that a press release may need to be put together.  Grudem stated that Finstad’s office released the original list of awardees and were starting to release details of each project.  Grudem will reach out to Finstad’s office to ensure the details of the project are correct.  Grudem offered to write a press release if Finstad’s press release is lacking in detail.  Howard stated that the funds would need to be spent within one year.  Angerman stated that the funds could be utilized for grading, sitework, or watermain.  Angerman stated that a portion of the project could be pulled out and bid separately from the rest of the project.
Wendt Watermain Easement – Howard stated that she had not heard back from Bob Vose of Kennedy & Graven.  Howard stated that Vose will need to verify the 30’ easement down to 20’ easement.  Howard stated that Pine Island has been keeping Vose busy with tasks and that those major tasks would be wrapping up in the next week.
Regulatory Meetings – MPCA EAW, Anti-deg, NPDES permit – 2/4/2026 – Angerman stated that the regulatory meeting and process are going well.  The process for the permits is where they need to be for the project schedule and are on track to be met.  The EAW timeframe is approaching in March.  Britton stated that he has been working with Darcy from the MPCA on EAW with public comments in April and May.  The EQB  public comment period will be from March to April.  Gustafson stated that he had received word from Holly Mickelson that the comments had been approved on the Anti-deg permit.
MN PFA Meeting – 
Status of Payments from MN PFA on requests – Howard stated that the outstanding PFA disbursement requests were approved on January 8th.  Pine Island received the funds and paid the WHKS invoices.  There are currently no outstanding requests.

Open Discussion regarding 1/7/2026 and 1/13/2026 Meetings – The initial discussions took place at the January NZSSD meetings between MNPFA, NZSSD, and Legislators.  A smaller group met on January 13th to discuss ideas for funding that reflects collaboration.  The goal would be for legislators to draft bill language to encourage collaboration with preference to funding within existing programs.  Howard stated that three ideas had been put forward out of the meeting for wastewater project collaboration funding.  Howard stated that a spreadsheet had been put together with the ideas.  Senators Drazkowski and Jasinksi were each working on language for ideas.
NEW BUSINESS:
Non-PFA Disbursement Invoices – Abdo Invoice #517403 for $2,750 and WHKS Invoice #56843 for $4,500 – Howard stated that the 2025 audit downpayment of $2,500 was paid by the City of Pine Island.  Pine Island would invoice Goodhue, Wanamingo, and Zumbrota for their share of the cost.  Howard reminded the Committee that yearly audits are required with the $10 million grant.  The grant dollars are not allowed to be expended on the audit.  Howard stated that there is a $4,500 invoice from WHKS for MPCA permit fees.  Howard stated that grant proceeds are not allowed to be utilized for permit fees.  Howard asked for consensus for the City of Pine Island to pay the WHKS invoice and then turn around and invoice Goodhue, Wanamingo, and Zumbrota.  Howard stated that there will be additional permit fees for other MPCA application coming in the future.  The NZSSD Executive Committee agreed with the process of Pine Island paying these invoices and turning around and sending invoices to Goodhue, Wanamingo, and Zumbrota for their share of the cost.

Angerman stated that the NZSSD engineers will be meeting with the City of Zumbrota on fire protection.  There will be discussion on proposed water lines, ownership of water lines, and hydrant needs.
*The next meeting will be March 4, 2026 at 11:00 PM.
Adjourn: At 11:30PM a motion to adjourn was made by Grudem and seconded by Redepenning. Passed 4-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

_____________________                                        ____________________________________
Elizabeth Howard, Chair

                                   Michael Boulton, Secretary















