NORTH ZUMBRO SANITARY DISTRICT
Joint Powers Executive Committee Meeting

Wednesday, March 4, 2026 11:00 A.M.

Zumbrota City Council Chambers
Zumbrota, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Chair Elizabeth Howard.  
PRESENT:
Executive Committee Directors:  Elizabeth Howard – Pine Island, Lisa Redepenning – Goodhue, and Michael Boulton – Wanamingo
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Todd Robertson – Pine Island
ABSENT: 
Executive Committee Directors: Brian Grudem - Zumbrota
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Jason Mandelkow – Goodhue, Jeff Meyers – Zumbrota, and Stuart Ohr – Wanamingo

ALSO PRESENT:   Bill Angerman – WHKS, Craig Britton – Widseth, and Brandon Theobald – WHKS.
ADOPT AGENDA:   Redepenning motioned to approve the agenda, seconded by Boulton.  Passed 3-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA: Boulton motioned to approve, Seconded by Redepenning.  Consent Agenda Items include: February 4, 2026 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes, WHKS Invoice #57095 for $606,167.59, and PFA Disbursement Request Form.  Passed 3-0-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
OLD BUSINESS:
Bonding Bill Update – Howard stated that Andrea Rau of Winthrop & Weinstine provided an update on the State budget forecast.  The State budget forecast shows a $3.7 billion surplus for 2026-2027.  The 2028-2029 forecast shows a $377 million surplus.  The state’s financial outlook improved by $1.4 billion since the November forecast.  Rau stated that the improved budget forecast makes a cash capital investments bill more likely than previously thought.  Howard stated that Andrea Rau of Winthrop & Weinstine and Pine Island Mayor David Friese attended the March 2nd Prairie Island Tribal meeting to ask for continued support.  Prairie Island Indian Community reiterated their support for the NZSSD project and ensured Rau and Friese of their legislative priority for the capital request.  Angerman stated that we may need to put together a lower request number.  Howard stated that we may need to put together the lowest request number to area legislators for negotiations.  Howard and Angerman each stated that Point Source Implementation Grant (PSIG) was the most important funding source.  If PSIG funding is $15 million for the project, the capital investment/bonding request could be $15 million.  If PSIG is less, the project needs additional capital investment/bonding funds.  Every dollar provided by the State is less of a future increased burden on the local rate payers.  Howard stated that the engineers and Senator Drazkowski are working on language to provide additional points for PSIG rankings to regional projects, such as NZSSD.
Congressional Directed Spending – Howard stated that there have been no new updates since it was announced that Pine Island (NZSSD) was awarded $1 million through congressionally direct spending appropriation.  Howard stated that she is waiting to see paperwork on the award.
Wendt Watermain Easement and North Property Access – Howard stated that Bob Vose of Kennedy & Graven had several recommended changes to the easement agreement.  In Recital II a full legal description is needed for Parcel A.  Angerman stated that parcel A has a lot/block number along with a legal description that can be added.  In Recital V there is a question regarding crossing of a State trail.  There are legal rights to be able to cross State trails for agricultural purposes.  However, in paragraph 3 it notes agricultural and recreational purposes.  The NZSSD does not have the authority to grant crossing the State trail for recreational purposes.  Howard stated that she would inform Matt Rockne of the trail crossing oversight.  The language of the easement currently states at least 30’.  The language of the easement should say a maximum of 20’.    In paragraph 7 there is language that needs to be addressed involving legal arbitration and litigation.  Lastly, Vose stated that a map of the area, including easements, would be needed.  Howard stated that it would be helpful to get approval of the recommend changes from Vose.  Howard stated that once incorporated the easement agreement could be signed and recorded.  Boulton moved to approve recommended changes proposed by Bob Vose for the easement agreement, seconded by Redepenning.  Passed 3-0-0.
Angerman stated that he would follow up with Grudem regarding Wendt approval of the watermain easement.  Angerman stated that the certificate of survey is complete for the agreement.
Regulatory Meetings – MPCA EAW, Anti-deg, NPDES permit – 3/4/2026 – Britton will facilitate the March regulatory meeting.  Angerman stated that the Anti-deg and NPDES are nearly complete.  The EAW is where we need to be.  The regulatory meetings and process are going well.  The process for the permits is where they need to be for the project schedule and are on track to be met.  The EAW timeframe is approaching in March.  The EQB public comment period will be from March to April.
MPCA Submittal – Plan sets for the 4 projects to be submitted this week – The submittal needs to be submitted by the end of March.  The four projects would be bid separately.  There would be the facility and three collections systems.  Once the permit is approved the Technical Committee will meet in April to review with engineering staff.
EAW Status – The question of air quality and the type of generator are being reviewed.  Tier 2/3 generators have been assumed to be installed.  The purpose of the generators is for emergency use only other than monthly exercising, not peak shaving.  The MPCA allows for 500 hours of Tier 2/3 generators to be utilized.  However, the MPCA is requesting additional information for modeling.  The additional modeling takes time that the current timeline does not fit.  Tier 4 generators have less emissions but would cost hundreds of thousands of dollars more for the project.  The assumption will be to move forward with Tier 4 generators while asking the MPCA to reconsider due to emergency use only.  The EAW public notice will go out at the end of the month.  The EIS decision will occur at the end May.
NEW BUSINESS:
Lift Stations Access and Easements – Angerman brought up the question of access and easements for the eventual lift stations in each of the four communities.  The eventual lift stations will be located near each of the existing wastewater treatment plants in the four communities.  The eventual lift stations will be operated by the future sanitary sewer district.  Angerman proposed that there be uniformity with the four communities on easements and agreements.  Angerman asked if there was preference by the City Administrators on how to proceed.  Howard stated that the question would be raised with Bob Vose of Kennedy & Graven.  Angerman stated that there was time, but that the eventual lift stations access and easements should be on the NZSSD board and staff’s radar to eventually address.
Audit March 11th – 13th – Howard stated that Abdo will be into Pine Island City Hall to conduct the 2025 NZSSD audit at the same time as the Pine Island City audit.

*The next meeting will be April 1, 2026 at 11:00 PM.
Adjourn: At 11:31PM a motion to adjourn was made by Redepenning and seconded by Boulton. Passed 3-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

_____________________                                        ____________________________________
Elizabeth Howard, Chair

                                   Michael Boulton, Secretary















