NORTH ZUMBRO SANITARY DISTRICT
Joint Powers Executive Committee Meeting

Wednesday, May 7, 2025 11:00 A.M.

Zumbrota City Council Chambers
Zumbrota, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Chair Elizabeth Howard.  
PRESENT:
Executive Committee Directors:  Elizabeth Howard – Pine Island, Lisa Redepenning – Goodhue, and Michael Boulton – Wanamingo
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Todd Robertson and Michael Olson – Zumbrota (Late)
ABSENT: 
Executive Committee Directors: Brian Grudem – Zumbrota 
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Pine Island, Jason Mandelkow – Goodhue and Stuart Ohr - Wanamingo
ALSO PRESENT:   Bill Angerman – WHKS, Glenn Gustafson – WHKS, and Brandon Theobald – WHKS 
ADOPT AGENDA:   Boulton motioned to approve, seconded by Redepenning.  Passed 3-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA: Boulton motioned to approve, Seconded by Redepenning.  Consent Agenda Items include: April 2, 2025 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes, WHKS Invoice #54161 for $202,153.06, Goodhue County Treasurer Property Taxes (PID 72.450.001 - $1,350.00 & PID 72.450.0050 - $12.00), and PFA Disbursement Request Form.  Passed 3-0-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None
OLD BUSINESS:
Bonding Bill Update – Boulton stated that he and Redepenning attended the capital April 29th.  The three weeks prior had been legislative work on committee budget targets and Easter/Passover break.  Boulton stated that he and Redepenning met with Representatives Jacob, Altendorf, and Allen along with Senators Drazkowski and Jasinski.  The meetings focused on potential bonding bill and keeping the project request at the top of their priorities.  Boulton stated that the potential phasing was discussed and how it would be structured.  Phase II could be for lift stations and piping with a total request of $13 million (1/2 costs).  The legislators were told that if given less that a portion of Phase II could proceed by building out less than all four communities lift stations and piping.
MPCA suggested language – Angerman stated MPCA staff suggested that any bonding bill language be broad on how funds are applied and how they are able to be utilized so that the district does not run into problems similar to the first $10 million grant.
PSIG/Bonding/CWSRF funding discussion - Gustafson stated that if any of the cities receive Point Source Implementation Grant (PSIG) funding that these funds would be required to be spent on that communities’ lift station and piping only.  With bonding funds there could be a re-adjustment in order to keep the cost share to the original agreed upon percentage.  Angerman stated that any bonds language should allow cities discretion on how it is spent.  Boulton stated that he would relay the advice to Tom Hanson so that if the project does receive funds that the final bill language allows for broad spending on the project.  Gustafson stated the NPDES discharge permit for the District will be submitted in June.  Each City will apply by July 2025 for PSIG grant funding. PSIG funding will require the plans and specs completed and approved by June 2026. 
Congressional Directed Spending – Howard stated that she had spoken with John at Congressman Finstad’s office last week.  The original application was limited to $3-$5 million.  Congressman Finstad’s office had received word that the request can be for the full $10.5 request.  This will match the $10.5 million request from Senator Klobuchar and Senator Smith’s offices.   The reasoning was due to the request involving four separate communities.  The congressionally directed spending application has now been submitted by Congressman Finstad’s office.  The congressional directed spending requests from Senator Klobuchar and Senator Smith will be submitted at a later date.
Land Ownership (rent, maintenance, insurance, etc.) – Howard stated that the insurance had been paid from the rent proceeds.  Howard included the Insurance Coverage Policy from LMCIT in the May 7th North Zumbro Sanitary District Joint Powers Meeting agenda packets.
Regulatory Meetings
a. MPCA permitting meeting (PEL, EAW, NPDES) - 4/7/2025 – Angerman stated that the engineers had met with the MPCA to work on EAW review process.  Gustafson stated that the MPCA is working on review comments.  Angerman stated that a different group within the MPCA is working with the engineers on Effluent/NPDES limits.  There is a 210-day window for this process.  Angerman stated that there is a new Statewide sulfate limit to protect wild rice.  No one in the State can meet the limit without very costly treatment systems.  The drinking water from each of the communities would not meet the current limits.  Gustafson stated that there were estimates of an additional $80 million on the project for treatment to meet the limits.  Angerman stated that there are many different options including an agreed limit, variance, and a compliance schedule for meeting the limit.  It was agreed that a compliance schedule is best as no one can meet a limit, no one had requested variance in the State, and a variance can be requested later with a compliance schedule.  Gustafson stated that a compliance schedule would be 15 years.  .  Angerman stated that it was best for the board to understand reasoning for a compliance schedule.  Angerman stated that it was important that the board had the discussion for future reference.   
b. MPCA permitting meeting (NPDES, sulfate limit) – 4/15/2025

c. Wetland TEP meeting 4/23/2025 – Angerman stated that there were no issues or concerns by the MPCA at the meeting.  
d. EAW MPCA meeting – 5/7/2025 – Angerman stated that these meetings would occur monthly after the NZSD board meetings.  Angerman stated that only the engineers would be required at the MPCA permitting meeting.  Everyone else is welcome, but not needed to attend.
Invoice for City of Pine Island – Reimbursement of legal fees for $4,264.40 – Howard stated that the reimbursement was voted on last month to come out of the land cash rent.  However, the property tax bill came in and should be paid out of the cash rent.  Boulton moved to no longer utilize cash rent to reimburse legal fees, but to equally bill out the $4,264.40 to each of the communities, seconded by Redepenning.  Passed 3-0-0.
NEW BUSINESS:
IUP Applications for CWSRF – Due 6/6/2025 – Gustafson stated that a requirement was that the project needs to be applied and on the Project Priority List (PPL).  Gustafson has stated that each of the communities have applied for the PPL and are on the list.  CWSRF stands for Clean Water State Revolving Fund.  The Cities have to indicate that they intend to move forward with the project.  Each City has to have an approved Facility Plan as well.  
*The next meeting will be June 4, 2025 at 11:00AM.
Adjourn: At 11:28AM a motion to adjourn was made by Redepenning and seconded by Boulton. Passed 3-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

_____________________                                        ____________________________________
Elizabeth Howard, Chair

                                   Michael Boulton, Secretary















