NORTH ZUMBRO SANITARY DISTRICT
Joint Powers Executive Committee Meeting

Wednesday, July 2, 2025 11:00 A.M.

Zumbrota City Council Chambers
Zumbrota, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Vice Chair Brian Grudem.  
PRESENT:
Executive Committee Directors:  Elizabeth Howard – Pine Island, Brian Grudem – Zumbrota, and Michael Boulton – Wanamingo
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Jason Mandelkow – Goodhue, Todd Robertson – Pine Island, Stuart Ohr – Wanamingo, and substitute Jeff Meyers - Zumbrota
ABSENT: 
Executive Committee Directors: Lisa Redepenning – Goodhue
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: None
ALSO PRESENT:   Bill Angerman – WHKS, Glenn Gustafson – WHKS, Reese Sudtelgte – ISG, Brandon Theobald – WHKS 

It was noted that Jason Mandelkow will be the voting member for the City of Goodhue.  It was noted that Todd Robertson will be the voting member for the City of Pine Island as Elizabeth Howard is calling in remote.
ADOPT AGENDA:   Boulton motioned to approve with the addition of Point Source Implementation Grant Application to the agenda, seconded by Mandelkow.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA: Boulton motioned to approve, Seconded by Grudem.  Consent Agenda Items include: June 4, 2025 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes, WHKS Invoice #54679 for $162,117.49, NPDES – MPCA for $9,300 total (25% each City). ABDO for $8,000 total (25% each City), and PFA Disbursement Request Form.  Howard noted that the MPCA permit fee and yearly NZSSD audit are not eligible expenses for the $10 million grant according to MN PFA.  The Cities will be equally sharing the costs for the MPCA permit fee and the 2024 NZSSD audit.  Passed 4-0-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None
OLD BUSINESS:
Bonding Bill Update – Boulton stated that the project was not included in the 2025 State bonding bill.  Boulton stated that no local water/wastewater projects were funded.  Boulton stated that PSIG and Revolving Fund program had received funds.  Angerman stated that very few local projects, of any sort, were included in the bonding bill.  PFA had received a total of $176 million.  Within PFA, PSIG received $32 million, WIF received $43.5 million for wastewater, and Revolving Loan Fund received $39 million.  Angerman stated that these funds did not add new money to the water and wastewater program, as the funds were mainly Federal matching or similar amounts to previous funding.  Angerman stated that the individual community eligibility increased from $7 million to $12 million within PSIG.  However, the four communities’ total eligibility ($48 million) is more than the program was funded ($32 million).  Grudem suggested setting up meetings with area senators and representatives to strategize for the next legislative session.  Grudem stated that the current contract with Winthrop & Weinstine (lobbyists) expired at the end of June.  Boulton suggested reaching out to Senator Drazkowski’s office to coordinate the legislator’s meeting.  Grudem agreed to reach out to Senator Drazkowski’s office to coordinate a legislator’s meeting in August/September.
Congressional Directed Spending – Howard stated that the project is on Senator Smith’s and Congressman Finstad’s list.  Senator Klobuchar supports the request as well.  The project request is for $10.5 million.  We are expected to receive notification in fall 2025 whether we receive funding.
NPDES Permit Application – Submitted 6/30/2025 – Howard stated that the City of Pine Island paid the $9,300 application fee.  Howard stated that the cities were invoiced for equal shares of the application fee as the permit fee is not eligible for reimbursement as part of the $10 million grant.  Angerman stated that the NPDES permit submittal is a significant milestone.  We met the June 2025 target date for submitting the application.  Receiving the permit is the next significant hurdle in the process.  
Regulatory Meetings – Angerman stated that the monthly MPCA meetings continue.  The MPCA EAW, Anti-deg, NPDES permit meeting was 6/4/2025, the MPCA Anti-deg comment review meeting was 6/11/2025, and the MPCA EAW, Anti-deg, NPDES permit meeting was scheduled for 7/2/2025.  Angerman stated that the 7/2/2025 MPCA meeting had been cancelled due to lack of content for discussion and vacations.  The EAW has been submitted, comments were received from MPCA, and provided information to MPCA on their comments.  The Anti-deg has been submitted, comments were received from the MPCA, and we are working on providing information to MPCA on their comments.  There will be no reduction in the phosphorus limits, which will remain at .4 mg/l.  We will be working on submitting a sulfate compliance plan.    
Accept 2024 NZSSD Financial Report by Abdo Solutions - Howard presented the full financials report.  Howard stated that there were nine transactions and the financials report is 32 pages.  Boulton stated that the report is spread out due to GASB standards.  Howard stated that the only concern was that Abdo had to prepare the financial statements.  Boulton moved to accept the 2024 NZSSD Financial Report as presented by Abdo Solutions, seconded by Robertson.  Passed 4-0-0.  
Point Source Implementation Grant Program (PSIG) – Angerman stated that the PSIG Application for FY 2026 had come out July 1st and is due July 31st.  Gustafson stated that Cities need to pass resolutions in July to authorize an application to be submitted and authorizing the Mayor and Administrator to execute a contract.  There is still some confusion on what specifics need to be included in the resolution and/or application including details of budgets and contracts.  Gustafson stated that he has an email into Drew at MN PFA to clarify.  Boulton volunteered to put together sample resolutions for the cities based off Appendix A from the PSIG application packet.  Gustafson stated that he would double check how to word the project for each community on the resolution.
Angerman had spoken with Jim Wendt regarding access to his pasture.  A future discussion will be needed regarding an easement for a water line installation.  The easement need to would run through Wendt’s field.  
NEW BUSINESS:

*The next meeting will be August 5, 2025 at 11:00AM.
Adjourn: At 11:25AM a motion to adjourn was made by Boulton and seconded by Mandelkow. Passed 4-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

_____________________                                        ____________________________________
Elizabeth Howard, Chair

                                   Michael Boulton, Secretary















