NORTH ZUMBRO SANITARY DISTRICT
Joint Powers Executive Committee Meeting

Wednesday, August 6, 2025 11:00 A.M.

Zumbrota City Council Chambers
Zumbrota, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Vice Chair Brian Grudem.  
PRESENT:
Executive Committee Directors:  Elizabeth Howard – Pine Island, Brian Grudem – Zumbrota, Lisa Redepenning – Goodhue, and Michael Boulton – Wanamingo
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Todd Robertson – Pine Island and substitute Jeff Meyers - Zumbrota
ABSENT: 
Executive Committee Directors: None
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Jason Mandelkow – Goodhue & Stuart Ohr – Wanamingo
ALSO PRESENT:   Glenn Gustafson – WHKS, Craig Britton – Widseth, Reese Sudtelgte – ISG, Brandon Theobald – WHKS 

It was noted that Todd Robertson will be the voting member for the City of Pine Island as Elizabeth Howard is calling in remote.
ADOPT AGENDA:   Boulton motioned to approve the agenda, seconded by Redepenning.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA: Redepenning motioned to approve, Seconded by Robertson.  Consent Agenda Items include: July 2, 2025 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes, WHKS Invoice #55011 for $265,266.74, and PFA Disbursement Request Form.  Howard noted that the MN PFA did not pay out the full July disbursement request.  MN PFA stated that some of the costs were not eligible.  Howard stated that there were coding issues.  Howard said that she would work with WHKS to resolve the coding issues to resubmit.  Howard stated that she would work with Drew from MN PFA on PFA’s new guidelines for reimbursement eligibility and coding.  Passed 4-0-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None
OLD BUSINESS:
Bonding Bill Update – Grudem spoke with Senator Drazkowski and Representative Jacob regarding setting up meetings with area senators and representatives to strategize for the next legislative session.  Grudem stated that Senator Drazkowski’s office will coordinate the legislator’s meeting in September.
Congressional Directed Spending – Howard stated that $10.5 million is expected to receive notification in fall 2025 whether we receive funding.  We are waiting until then with no updates.
Wendt Watermain Easement – Gustafson stated that the proposed treatment plant requires a water source.  There are two options for water source, drilling a well or hooking up to Zumbrota City water.  Drilling a well would have drawbacks of not having treated water and may lack sufficient flow.  Hooking up to Zumbrota City water would require and easement from the Wendt’s.  Hooking up to Zumbrota City water would make the most sense at Lancaster.  Lancaster has larger size piping.  Grudem will need to have conversations with the Wendt’s on an easement for the water line.  Gustafson stated that the proposed water line would follow the conceptual drawing roadway easements.  Scott Huneke or Jesse Preston, from WHKS, will draw up proposal outline to share with Wendt’s.  Boulton moved to authorize Grudem and Angerman to work with Wendt’s to secure the proposed water line easement(s), seconded by Robertson.  Passed 4-0-0.
PSIG (Point Source Implementation Grant Program) Applications – submitted 7/31/2025 – Gustafson stated that the PSIG Application for FY 2026 had come out July 1st and was due July 31st.  Gustafson stated that the four Cities applications were submitted on time.  Each of the cities are eligible due to either new phosphorus or nitrogen limits.  The cities of Goodhue, Pine Island, and Wanamingo submitted applications for conveyance while Zumbrota submitted their application for both conveyance and the plant.  The project is in design phase.  The final plans and specifications need to be completed and submitted by June 30, 2026.  If the legislature funds PSIG grants in 2026 the cities will be eligible for roughly $25-$30 million.
Regulatory Meetings – Gustafson stated that the monthly MPCA meetings continue.  The MPCA EAW, Anti-deg, NPDES permit meeting is 8/6/2025.  The MPCA EAW, Anti-deg, NPDES permit meeting was cancelled for the 7/2/2025 meeting.  The EAW, Anti-deg, and NPDES permit applications have been submitted.  The engineers are working on comments from each while providing additional details to the MPCA upon request.  
City of Pine Island Invoices – Howard stated that each of the communities were invoiced $500 for the remaining Abdo audit fees.  Each of the communities were invoiced $712.50 for MPCA air permit fees.  Howard stated that each of the invoices had been paid.  Howard stated that Goodhue and Wanamingo had only paid $712.  Howard asked that cities watch for full amount when issuing payments for reimbursement.  

Sewer Televising for Service Locations – Gustafson stated that Empire Pipe Services has submitted a $13,164 quote to televise and located service lines along the proposed sewer forcemain route within Wanamingo and Zumbrota city limits.  Gustafson stated that the service line locations need exact locations for plan design and for construction.  Gustafson stated that the pricing quote is reasonable for the amount of televising and locating involved.   Gustafson stated that Empire Pipe Services is already in Zumbrota conducting other televising work for the City of Zumbrota.  Gustafson stated that televising and locating of service lines is similar to soil boring work.  Gustafson stated that Empire Pipe Services would be a subcontract to the engineering contract.  Redepenning moved to approve the pricing quote of $13,164 from Empire Pipe Services for televising and locating water service line pipes with Zumbrota and Wanamingo City limits, seconded by Robertson.  Passed 4-0-0.
Gustafson stated that the plant design had reached 60% completion.  Gustafson stated that he has not shared the roughly 150-page design report due to length and content details.  The Technical Committee will be meeting on Tuesday August 12th from 10:00AM-12:00PM to review the project design, to date.
NEW BUSINESS:
*The next meeting will be September 3, 2025 at 11:00AM.
Adjourn: At 11:23AM a motion to adjourn was made by Grudem and seconded by Boulton. Passed 4-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

_____________________                                        ____________________________________
Elizabeth Howard, Chair

                                   Michael Boulton, Secretary















