NORTH ZUMBRO SANITARY DISTRICT
Joint Powers Executive Committee Meeting

Wednesday, September 3, 2025 11:00 A.M.

Zumbrota City Council Chambers
Zumbrota, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Chair Elizabeth Howard.  
PRESENT:
Executive Committee Directors:  Elizabeth Howard – Pine Island, Brian Grudem – Zumbrota, Lisa Redepenning – Goodhue, and Michael Boulton – Wanamingo
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Jason Mandelkow – Goodhue and substitute Jeff Meyers - Zumbrota
ABSENT: 
Executive Committee Directors: None
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Todd Robertson – Pine Island & Stuart Ohr – Wanamingo
ALSO PRESENT:   Bill Angerman – WHKS, Glenn Gustafson – WHKS, Craig Britton – Widseth, Reese Sudtelgte – ISG, Brandon Theobald – WHKS, and Blake Johnson – Prairie Island 

ADOPT AGENDA:   Grudem motioned to approve the agenda, seconded by Redepenning.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA: Boulton motioned to approve, Seconded by Grudem.  Consent Agenda Items include: August 6, 2025 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes, August 12, 2025 Technical Committee Notes, WHKS Invoice #55314 for $230,143.27, and PFA Disbursement Request Form.  Passed 4-0-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None
OLD BUSINESS:
Bonding Bill Update – Senate Bonding Tour – September 17th at 7:50AM in Zumbrota – Howard stated that the Senate Capital Investments Committee Administrator had reached out to Boulton with the date and time.  Boulton worked with Grudem to secure Zumbrota City Hall location.  Boulton stated that he spoke with Area 57 regarding coffee and light snack.  Boulton stated that he recommended having the tour stop at Zumbrota City Hall rather than Wanamingo City Hall.   Howard asked what time everyone thought they should be there.  Boulton said a half hour ahead of time would be sufficient.  Howard stated that she would not be able to be there until close to 7:50AM.  Johnson stated that the legislature has not been very active since the end of session.  Johnson stated that committees, including Capital Investments, are just starting to schedule meetings.  2026 is a bonding year.  There is appetite at the legislature for a bonding bill, though it is not expected to be large due to the upcoming projected deficit.  This North Zumbro Sanitary District request is high on many of the legislators’ list for funding.  Grudem asked if the one-page handout and past PowerPoint presentation should be updated. Angerman stated that he would review the PowerPoint presentation.  Britton stated that he would review the one-page handout.  Angerman suggested sending on the updated one-page handout and PowerPoint presentation onto Senator Jasinski.  Angerman stated that it might be good to ask Senator Jaskinski for any pointers for the presentation and/or request.  Angerman suggested inviting Mayors from each of the communities to the tour stop and having at least Mayor Hammel provide a welcome.  Grudem asked if the lobbyist should be contacted.  Howard stated that a new lobbyist contract would be needed.  Boulton stated that he would reach out to Tom Hanson from Winthrop and Weinstine regarding a 2025-2026 lobbyist contract.  Boulton stated that the executive board could review and consider approval at the October meeting.   
Congressional Directed Spending – Howard stated that the request had been reduced from $10.5 million to $1 million.  The project and request are still included in the appropriation process.  Howard stated that if received, the $1 million would need to be utilized within one year.  Howard stated that building the road to the plant is a possibility.  Boulton stated that installing the fence around the property could be an option.  Angerman stated that it would not be a problem to find places to spend the $1 million on the project.
Wendt Watermain Easement – Grudem stated that he had spoken with Jim Wendt regarding the watermain easement.  Grudem stated the Wendt’s are good to move forward with the watermain easement.  Grudem stated that Wendt’s only concern is not having hydrants in the middle of the field.  Angerman stated that they would move forward with putting together the easement documents.  
PSIG (Point Source Implementation Grant Program) Applications – submitted 7/31/2025 – Follow-up email from Corey Hower - Gustafson stated that Hower and the MPCA had requested specific forms where potential P-SIG dollars would be utilized.  The engineers will work to complete the requested forms and submit back to MPCA.
Regulatory Meetings – MPCA EAW, Anti-deg, NPDES permit – 9/3/2025 – Angerman stated that the meetings are an FYI to the executive committee.  There is nothing controversial or problematic on the agenda. 
MN PFA Payment Update - Howard noted that the MN PFA had not paid out the full July disbursement request.  Howard asked the MN PFA why the costs were not eligible and pushed for reasoning.  Howard stated that the MPCA had corrected much of the coding issues on their end.  The July disbursement request for these funds was again submitted with the August disbursement request.  All but $35.50 was paid.  Howard stated that she and the Pine Island finance director would work with the MN PFA to resolve and resubmit in September.  Howard stated that WHKS was paid in full for the July and August invoices.  
NEW BUSINESS:
City of Pine Island Invoice – Abdo Fees - $300 total ($75 per community) – Howard stated that the additional $300 in fee from Abdo were submitting the appropriate audit documents to the State.
*The next meeting will be October 1, 2025 at 11:00AM.
Adjourn: At 11:21AM a motion to adjourn was made by Grudem and seconded by Redepenning. Passed 4-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

_____________________                                        ____________________________________
Elizabeth Howard, Chair

                                   Michael Boulton, Secretary















