NORTH ZUMBRO SANITARY DISTRICT
Joint Powers Executive Committee Meeting

Wednesday, April 1, 2026 11:00 A.M.

Zumbrota City Council Chambers
Zumbrota, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Chair Elizabeth Howard.  
PRESENT:
Executive Committee Directors:  Elizabeth Howard – Pine Island, Brian Grudem - Zumbrota, and Michael Boulton – Wanamingo
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Jason Mandelkow – Goodhue, Jeff Meyers – Zumbrota, and Stuart Ohr – Wanamingo 
ABSENT: 
Executive Committee Directors: Lisa Redepenning – Goodhue
Executive Committee Alternate Directors: Todd Robertson – Pine Island
It was noted that Lisa Redepenning would be absent and that Jason Mandelkow would be the voting member for Goodhue.
ALSO PRESENT:   Bill Angerman – WHKS, Craig Britton – Widseth, Reese Sudtelgte – ISG, and Glenn Gustafson – WHKS.
ADOPT AGENDA:   Grudem motioned to approve the agenda, seconded by Mandelkow.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA: Boulton motioned to approve, Seconded by Grudem.  Consent Agenda Items include: March 4, 2026 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes, WHKS Invoice #57368 for $307,965.73, and PFA Disbursement Request Form.  Passed 4-0-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
OLD BUSINESS:
Bonding Bill Update – Howard stated that Zumbrota Deputy City Administrator Miles Robb, Lisa Redepenning, and herself attended the League of Minnesota Cities Day on the Hill in March.  Howard stated that there was an interesting Legislative update that included one House Republican, one House Democrat, one Senate Democrat, and one Senate Republican.  They were each asked about the likelihood of a bonding bill with chances ranging from 50% to 80%.  Howard stated that the MPCA ranking bill was introduced by Senator Drazkowski along with Representatives Jacob, Altendorf, and Allen.  The bill would rank multiple jurisdiction project priority list request with the highest single jurisdiction points rather than ranking each jurisdiction individually.  Howard stated that the capital is busy with bonding taking a back seat to each of the senate and house caucus priorities.  Winthrop & Weinstine will be starting to line up meetings with legislators and members of the communities in the coming weeks.  Howard will line up a meeting to receive updates from Winthrop & Weinstine on bonding and the request.
Congressional Directed Spending – Howard stated that there have been no new updates since it was announced that Pine Island (NZSSD) was awarded $1 million through the 2026 allocation of congressionally directed spending appropriation.  Boulton and Grudem applied for the 2027 request for congressionally directed spending through Congressman Finstad’s and Senator Smith’s offices.  Howard stated that NZSSD had been encouraged by Congressman Finstad’s office to request funds again due to multiple cities involvement.  Howard stated that the 2027 request will list the City of Wanamingo as the fiscal agent rather than the City of Pine Island.  This may help in the request to list a different City.
Wendt Watermain Easement and North Property Access – Howard stated that the recommendations from Bob Vose for the North Property Access were approved by the NZSSD directors at the March meeting.  The updated agreement was sent on to Matt Rockne to review.  Rockne has not followed back up with Howard or Vose.  The document has been approved and will be executed once Rockne review is complete.  
Angerman stated that the certificate of survey is complete for the agreement.  Bob Vose needs to draft the watermain easement instrument.  Wendt’s have agreed to sign the easement.  

Regulatory Meetings – MPCA EAW, Anti-deg, NPDES permit – Cancelled for April – Angerman stated that this portion of the process is almost complete.  The NZSSD project is in good shape with the MPCA.  Corey Hauer of the MPCA has been great to work with on the permitting process.
MPCA Submittal – Plan sets for the 4 projects were submitted 3/9/2026 – Gustafson stated that there are a few clean up items with the MPCA, but we are on track to certify in June.  Angerman stated that this also means we are on track for PSIG certification process.  Gustafson stated that this will initiate the MPCA public comment period.  
EAW Status – Angerman stated that the EAW has been published for public notice by the MPCA on March 31st.  This notice starts the 30-day comment period on the discharge notice.  Angerman stated that the NZSSD chair (Elizabeth Howard) would receive the comments.  The engineering staff will need to respond to questions and relevant comments.  Items such as liking or disliking the project will be acknowledged, but do not require a response.  The EIS decision will occur in May or June.
Technical Committee Meeting – 5/12/2026 – Angerman stated that the committee will talk about the plans.  The city staff members of the committee will have to decide what plans they would like to review.  Gustafson stated that the plans were over 400 pages while the specifications were over 1,300 pages.  
Lift Stations Access and Easements – Angerman stated that the access and easement was a follow up from the March NZSSD meeting.  Angerman stated that the agenda item will continue to appear on the monthly NZSSD meeting agenda.  Angerman reminded the directors of the question regarding access and easements for the eventual lift stations in each of the four communities.  The eventual lift stations will be located near each of the existing wastewater treatment plants in the four communities.  The eventual lift stations will be operated by the future sanitary sewer district.  Angerman proposed that there be uniformity with the four communities on easements and agreements.  Britton and Howard will follow up with Bob Vose for legal consultation.  
NEW BUSINESS:
Sanitary District Invoices – Abdo Invoice #521179 for $5,250 and MPCA Invoice #10000230057 for $17,050 - Howard stated that the State grant for $10 million does not cover permits such as the MPCA invoice and does not cover audits such as the Abdo invoice.  Howard recommends that the cost of the invoice be split among the communities.  Boulton moved to approve invoicing each of the four NZSSD communities for equal shares of the Abdo Invoice #521179 for $5,250 and MPCA Invoice #10000230057 for $17,050, second by Mandelkow.  Passed 4-0-0.
*The next meeting will be May 6, 2026 at 11:00 PM.
Adjourn: At 11:24PM a motion to adjourn was made by Grudem and seconded by Boulton. Passed 4-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

_____________________                                        ____________________________________
Elizabeth Howard, Chair

                                   Michael Boulton, Secretary















